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H 5068. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2752

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representatives O Brien
Hurst, Loom s, and Schual - Ber ke)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to liability immunity for aerial search and rescue
activities managed by the departnent of transportation; and anendi ng
RCW 47. 68. 380.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.68.380 and 1995 ¢ 153 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The aviation division of the departnent is responsible for the
conduct and nanagenent of all aerial search and rescue within the
state. This includes search and rescue efforts involving aircraft and
ai r shi ps. The division is also responsible for search and rescue
activities involving electronic energency signaling devices such as
energency locater transmtters (ELT's) and energency position
i ndi cating radi o beacons (EPIRB' s).

(2) An act or omi ssion by any person registered with the aviation
division of the departnent for the purpose of engaging in aerial search

and rescue activities, while engaged in such activities, shall not

inpose any liability for civil dannges resulting from the act or

oni ssi on. However, the i munity provided under this subsecti on shal

not apply to an act or om ssion that constitutes gross negligence or
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willful or wanton m sconduct. For the purpose of this subsection,
"aerial search and rescue activities" includes, but is not limted to,
training and training-related activities, but does not include
appropriate search and rescue activities conducted under the authority
of RCW 38. 52. 400.

~-- END ---
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